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Houa Ly, a Hmong-American con-
stituent of mine, disappeared on the
border between Laos and Thailand.
Eyewitnesses last saw him with Lao
government authorities, a brutal re-
gime infamous for human rights
abuses.

For 3 years his family has suffered
without any real answers. It has been
three frustrating years.

His family is inspired, however, by
the memories they still have of their
life together as an American family
and of Mr. Ly’s incredible service to
this country, saving downed U.S. pilots
during the Vietnam War.

Our Nation will also remember him.
The Lao government and its apologists
should know for that me and many
others, this case is an insurmountable
obstacle that should block any effort
towards normalizing relations between
our two countries.

It has been three frustrating years,
and for all of our work together with
the Ly family, it often feels like we
have gotten nowhere. But we will not
give up. A U.S. citizen is mission. His
family deserves answers, and we will
keep fighting until we get them.

f

SUPPORTING THE RIGHT OF
LEGAL IMMIGRANTS TO BENE-
FITS UNDER THE FARM BILL
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked

and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise this morning to applaud
the gentleman from California (Mr.
BACA) for his motion to instruct today
that I ask my colleagues to support en-
thusiastically. It is important to ex-
plain the purpose and the force and the
importance of the motion to instruct,
and that is to reinforce the language
that was offered in the other body re-
garding legal immigrants and the
rights of legal immigrants to receive
benefits under the farm bill, in this in-
stance, food stamps. Legal immigrants
are represented by us all—we owe them
good and fair representation.

It is important to note that nothing
is being taken from those who claim to
believe that only benefits should en-
sure to citizens. Legal immigrants
work, pay taxes, are our neighbors,
and, most of all, they offer their lives
for our freedom in the United States
military.

b 1015
This is a commonsense amendment,

and it states that the United States
House of Representatives truly believes
in the equality of all. We cannot owe
shame to this body by declaring that
legal immigrants who work here and
are part of this Nation and sacrifice
their lives deserve not to have the ben-
efits. We realize that the U.S. military,
many of them, are on food stamps.
Would we deny to them the rights of
those of us who live and breathe the
free air of this Nation? Vote for the
Baca amendment.

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS
COMMISSION LOSES CREDIBILITY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, killing in-
nocent civilians to achieve a political
goal is unacceptable under any cir-
cumstance. But now we have received
word that the United Nations Human
Rights Commission has voted to con-
demn the State of Israel for a long list
of supposed human rights violations
without even once mentioning Pales-
tinian violence. Worse than that, the
resolution supports, and I quote, ‘‘all
available means, including armed
struggle,’’ to establish a Palestinian
State.

Now, the United States is on record
of supporting an eventual Palestinian
state. But we also know what ‘‘armed
struggle’’ means in the current envi-
ronment in the Middle East. It means a
17-year-old girl being promised all the
glories of heaven if she will just strap
a bomb to herself and go kill a bunch of
innocent Israelis.

It is shocking that the U.N. Human
Rights Commission would endorse vio-
lence against civilians. I think we
should thank those countries who
voted against this resolution, but we
should express anger at the 40 coun-
tries who voted for it, including six
from Europe. It is an outrage. As far as
I am concerned, the U.N. Human
Rights Commission has lost all of its
credibility.

f

U.S. NEEDS COMPREHENSIVE
ENERGY POLICY NOW

(Mr. HALL of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to begin a series of remarks
on energy. Energy, or the lack of en-
ergy, has caused many of the wars of
the world. Once again, the uncertain-
ties of the Middle East have caused
prices in oil markets to rise; and from
what we read in the news, the current
uncertainty is, unfortunately, likely to
last for quite some time.

My goal with this series is simple: to
impress upon my colleagues the need
to develop a national energy policy,
and that policy should include all of
our resources: fossil fuels, coal, nuclear
renewables, and yes, conservation. We
need them all.

In this country we are blessed with
an abundance of energy choices. We
have abundant coal reserves, in fact,
some of the largest in the world. We
have a tremendous potential for the de-
velopment of solar and wind resources;
and even though for many years we
produced huge volumes of crude oil and
natural gas and even supplied some of
the world with it at times, we still
have significant oil and gas resources
in the ground.

Much of the rest of the world is envi-
ous of our energy resources and the
choices we have. In the coming days
and weeks, I will address some of these
options and see what we can do to
bring them into reality.

f

CONTINUING THE SUCCESS OF
WELFARE REFORM

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I support
President Bush’s welfare reform. I am
often asked what I consider some of the
best accomplishments I have made as a
Congressman. Well, I am very proud to
have been a Member of the historic
105th Congress that passed the 1996
Welfare Reform Act.

Perhaps more than anything else
that we have accomplished during my
time in Washington, reforming welfare
has given the most hope to American
families. Welfare caseloads fell by 9
million since 1994. That means 9 mil-
lion more Americans, 9 million more
people are on the road to making their
dreams a reality.

The number of mothers who are more
likely to go on welfare, but instead
have a job, rose by 40 percent between
1995 and 2000. Since 1996, nearly 3 mil-
lion children have been lifted from pov-
erty. In the African American commu-
nity, the child poverty rate is at an all-
time record low.

The success of the 1996 welfare re-
form law is beyond dispute. Our chal-
lenge and our great opportunity is to
build on that success by letting more
Americans work their way to freedom
of dependence and follow the path to
making their dreams a reality.

f

EXTENDING CONDOLENCES AND
GRATITUDE TO CANADA

(Mr. SKELTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I want
to express condolences to the families
of the four Canadian soldiers who were
killed and the eight soldiers who were
injured during training exercises in Af-
ghanistan. News reports say that these
are the first Canadians to be killed in
a combat zone in half a century.

Canada is a valued member of our co-
alition in the fight against terrorism
and has been a valued friend of the
United States for decades. I fear we do
not express our gratitude enough to
the Canadian people for their support
and their friendship. In the face of this
tragedy, it is important to thank Can-
ada for its commitment to the fight
against terrorism.

Our men and women in uniform, U.S.
forces, as well as members of our coali-
tion forces, take risks every day in
support of our freedoms. Unfortu-
nately, some of our best and brightest
young people lose their lives in this
cause. Canadian forces are fighting
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